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| Wir HEN the l of the Ninevites cried Acid to heaven 
for vengeance, and the Divine Being, wearied with their 
heinous and repeated tranſgrefflons, wil preparing to in- 
fit it, he commiſſioned Fonab to warn them of che impending 


Blow. The prophet, well acquainted with God's mercy and or- 


ing kindneſs, and his readineſs to receive all who truly turn to him, 


and apprehending chat if the devoted people made proper uſe of 
this denunciation, by confeſſing and. forſaking thoſe fins Which had 


occaſioned it; the execution of it would be ſuperſeded, and by 
that means his own credit and veracity very probably ſaffer; was 


flying to a diſtant country, to avoid fo diſagreeable an employment : 


But 2 — W deen h 


As 


— 


[147]; 


proper ſenſe of his fault, and reduced to obedience; entered the 
city, and pronounced, as he was commanded, this alarming ſentence 
againſt it Yet forty days and Nineveb Thall be overthrown.” == 
Struck with all the horror that ſuch a prediction was calculated 
to inſpire; and conſcious How. Juſtly-theyteſerved—ro-haveit fut-" 
filled againſt them in its utmoſt rigour, they had recourſe to the only 
means by which they could hope it might be averted : they immedi- 
ately betook themſelves to humiliation and repentance, « They pro- 
nt claimed a faſt and put on ſackcloth from the greateſt of them, even 
« to the leaſt of. them. For word came unto the King of Ni- 
© neveh, and he aroſe from his throne, and he laid his robe from 
« him, and covered: himſelf with ſackcloth, and - fat in aſhes: 
*« And he cauſed it to be proclaimed and publiſhed throughout Ni- 
% neveh, (by the decree of the King and of his Nobles) ſay ing, 
let neither man nor beaſt, herd, nor flock, taſte any thing ; let 
0 them not feed. nor drink, water. But let man and beaſt, be co- 
« vered with ſackeloth, and cry mightily unto. God: Yea let them 
« turn eyery one from his evil way, and from the violence that 
10 is in their hands: Who can tell if God will turn and repent, 
« and turn away from his herce anger, that we periſh not ?” Nor 
was he deceived in bis expectation ; for as It follows in the next 
verſe;- God faw their works, that. they turned from their evil u way, 
«| and God repented of the evil, that he had ſaid that he. would do 
« unto them, and he did 1 it not. wy 


As this memorable paſſage of Hiſtory Was — e fie 
che uſe of all ſucceeding ages, and as from the invariable nature 
of the Divine Being, and the uniform Goodneſs and Mercy with 

which 


131 

which he conſtantly acts towards the children of men, we may 
reaſonably hope that whenever a people in the like circumſtances, 
ſhall be awakened to a ſimilar ſenſe of their guilt and of their duty, 
** he will alſo repent of the evil that he has threatened. to do 
„ unto them, and do it not;“ I muſt deſire your moſt ſerious 
attention, while, in order to inforce more ſtrongly the inſtruction 
it conveys, and the behaviour it inculcates, 1 endeavour, to re- 
preſent to you, the evils with which we of theſe nations, are. at 
preſent threatened, and the means by which, with the Blefling of 
providence, we may hope to eſcape them, 


Now the Evils with which we are threatened, are no leſs than the 
loſs of Every thing that is dear and valuable to us, whether con- 
ſidered in a religious, civil, or ſocial capacity; as ne as mant 


as Chriſtians, Or as Proteſtants, 


We. are engaged in War with a very formidable: Biene who 
wants not the will, and as ſome recent inſtances have fatally ſnewn, 
is but too fully poſſeſſed of the power, to do us the moſt ma- 
terial injuries. And ſhould God, in puniſhment for our manifold 
offences, permit them to go on in their career, ſnould they who 
ſo inveterately hate us, once become Lords over us,“ their con- 
queſt would immediately be followed by the deſtruction of the 
pureſt, and beſt conſtituted Church upon the face of the Earth, - 
The Scriptures, the only ſure guides of our faith, and directors of 
our practice, muſt then be exchanged for idle tales and ridi- 


culous legends. Inſtead of paying our adoration to the one 
| | true 


1 
« true God and the one mediator between God and man, the 
man Chriſt Jeſus,” we muſt then worſhip Saints and Angels; 
we muſt fall down and proſtrate ourſelves before the relicts and 
bones of Martyrs, real or pretended ; before a graven Image, or a 
conſecrated Wafer. Our rational and primitive form of Worſhip, 
the very © beauty of holineſs'” ſo admirably calculated to pro- 
mote true piety and devotion in all who attend upon it, muſt 
then be given up for a ritual, pompous indeed in its ceremonies, but 
abſurd and ſuperſtitious in their application; and of conſequence de- 
ſtructive of every thing that can lay claim to the name of ei- 
ther, Or if © ſtanding faſt. in the liberty wherewith Chriſt has 
© made us free” we'ſhould bravely refuſe ** to be again entangled 
* in the yoke of bondage; Should our own convictions, ſup- 
ported by the aſſiſtances of divine grace, enable us to oppoſe 
ſuch abominations; fines, confiſcations, baniſhment. and impri- 
ſonment, the galley or the ſtake, would then be our portion, 
This, we know, was the fate of our anceſtors under princes 
of their own nation, from whom they might have expected, and 
who had indeed promiſed, in the moſt ſolemn manner, and upon 
the moſt ſolemn occaſions, a far different treatment. This, we 
know, is at this preſent hour the condition, of our Brethren of 
the reformation in France. And can it be expected that Popery 
would wear a milder aſpect to vaſſals and ſlaves, or be exerciſed 
with greater lenity towards a conquered people, than towards 
its own natural born ſuhjects? On. the contrary, is it not rea- 
ſonable to believe that perſecution. would: then be let looſe againſt 
| us 
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us in all its terrors > That if we were formerly * chaſtized with 
rods we ſhould then be chaſtized with ſcorpions ? That exult- 
ting in ſhort, in an opportunity which the papal powers have 
long and ardently wiſhed: for, of extirpating from among ts, 
what they impiouſly call the Northern Hereſy, they would ſtop at 
no means, however ſanguinary or uiclent, to root out the very 
remembrance of it from the earth Then might we * it down 
by the waters of Babylon, and "weep at the remembrance'of or 
Sion. Then might we wiſh for thoſe religions aſſemblies we 
have deſpiſed ; for thoſe ſacred ordinances we have neglected aud 
turned our backs on; hut they will be fur away : Then may we in 
the bitterneſs. of our ſouls, lament our many vices and impie- 
ties which have brought down theſe heavy judgments upon ta, 
and with, when too late, for the return of that religion, the 
loſs of Which, Whatever may be our thouglits of it at preſent, 
we ſliould: then find to be the moſt dreadful of all the chice, 
2 — Being! in his e could Kung a hd 
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Ne or would our fituation,, mould this laſt af evils fall upon 
us, be at all better with reſpect to our temporal concerns. For 
whether we ſhould be governed immediately. by : a  viceray, from 
France, or have the deſcendant of an abjured Pretender, ſet up 
to rule over us, we ſhould in either caſe become equally a P 


34 


vince to that Power. And as this could not be brought. about | 


but by force of a arms; as it can never be ſuppoſed, deganerate = 
as we are, that we ſhould. tamely bow, our necks to the yoke; 
every inch of ground they gained, every ſtep they made, would 

be 


„„ 

he marked with the extreameſt- ruin and deſolation. Then 
ſhould our Children be delivered up to the famine, and their 
% blood be poured out by the ſword : then ſhould. our wives be 
, bereaved of their Children and be widows, and our men be put 
© to death, and our young men be lain by the ſword in battle.“ 
Theſe however would be but © the beginning of ſorrows. The 
miſeries that would enſue, the ſeverities of a Gallic thraldom, 
would be more grievous, as they would be more laſting, than 
even the ravages of their victorious and rapacious army. Our pro- 
perty would no longer be ſecured by Laws, no more ſhould wwe lit 
under our own. vine and under our own figtree, enjoying the 
produce of our labours in tranqullity and chearfulneſs; but muſt 
be content to hold our poſſeſſions, our perſons, and even our 
very lives, by no other tenure than the will of an arhitrary and 
deſpotic Tyrant, Our Trade the great ſource of wealth and power 
to theſe Kingdoms, would then be raviſhed from: us, and trans- 
ferred to our haughty Lords; and as it was prophecied of Tyre, 
* our riches, our fairs, our merchandiſe, our mariners, and our 
4 pilots, and our calkers, and all the _ of war that are in our 
% cities, and all the company that is in the midſt of | us” would 
no more be heard of from that day of our ruin And to cloſe 
che whole, our Conſtitution, the nobleſt effort of human wiſ⸗ 
dom, the pride and glory of its poſſeſſors, and the envy and admi- 
ration of the whole world, would then be torn up by the, roots ; ; 
and from having been the freeſt and the happieſt people upon the 


face of the whole earth, we ſhould became the moſh flaviſh and 
g the 
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the moſt. miſerable, a durden to ourſelves and the * and 
deriſion of Wer that are round about us. 


ä such are che evile with which we are „ The means 
by which, with the bleſſing of God, we may hope to eſcape 
them, fall next under our conſideration Now theſe can only be 
founded in an active and uniform obſervance of the rules of piety 
and virtue in all ranks of men among us. Whoever conſiders 
with any degree of attention, the diſpenſations of Providence as 
manifeſted in the courſe of human affairs, will diſcover that the 
happineſs and miſery, the riſe and downfall of ſtates, have ever 
kept pace with the purity or diſſolution of their manners. Look 
into the annals of all ages, conſult the hiſtory of all nations, and 
you will ſee that they unanimouſly concur in bearing teſtimony to 
this truth. View the A/yrian and Perfian Monarchies, the Gre- 
cian, Roman, and Carthaginian Republics, and you will find, that- 
as long as they maintained a rectitude of conduct, they flouriſhed 
in power and proſperity ; but no ſooner did they grow profligate 
and licentious, than the mighty fabric tottered to its foundations, 
and gradually ſunk into weakneſs, contempt, and deſtruction: And 
ſorry am 1 to add, that it was not till, Britain became one of the 
moſt degenerate, that ſhe ceaſed to be the happieſt, of nations. And 
indeed, not to mention, at preſent, the direct tendency that virtue 
and vice have to raiſe or depreſs a people; the Divine Being is in 
ſome ſort, if I may ſo expreſs myſelf, obliged to exert himſelf. in 


this conſpicuous manner, or one of the principal parts of his 
| . moral 


4 

moral government, the equitable diſtribution of rewards and puniſh- 
ments, go undiſcharged, With regard to individuals, as they are 
amenable at another tribunal, and are reſerved for a future judg- 
ment, to receive according to the things done in the body, 
« whether they be good, or whether they be bad,” it is no im- 
peachment of providence, though its moſt faithful ſervants ſhould 
ſometimes be very ſorely afflicted, and the wicked and irreligious 
flouriſh in the full enjoyment of every temporal felicity. But as 
to ſtates and kingdoms, the caſe is widely different. When once 
this ſcene of things is changed, and we enter upon a new ſtate of 
exiſtence, all combinations are diſſolved, and each perſon is reſpon- 
fible only for his own particular conduct: With reſpect to theſe 
therefore, an equal retribution muſt be made in this life, or it can- 
not be made at all. And if this is the caſe, if righteouſneſs, both 
in the natural courſe of things, and by the particular interpoſition 
of ** providence, exalteth a nation,” and © fin is the reproach,” 
and if perſiſted in, the ruin of every people who commit it ; how 
loudly do the preſent circumſtances of affairs call upon us to a 
national humiliation and repentance, ſince without them, it is 
not the moſt powerful navy, the moſt numerous and beſt diſci- 
plined army, the wiſeſt heads to contrive, 'or the boldeſt hands 
to execute, that can ſave us from the ſtroke of that avenging 


arm * which maketh a land deſolate for the wickedneſs of them that 
dwell therein,” 


But urgent and unanſwerdble as the demands upon us for ſuch a 
conduct undoubtedly are, they will yet appear infinitely heightened, 
ſhould 


11 


evid:waceharchemat aneur bummed. the ante. 
gion and morals amongſt us, Fax, very far, I call heayen, to wits, 
neſs, is it, from being an agreeable employment, to. expoſe the. 
nagkedneſs of my country, or lay open to your view that horrid. 
depravation of manners, which is every-where ſo,prevalent ; but as 


the ſenſe of our guilt is a neceſſary ſtep to its velngquifhment, the 
place I ſtand in, the relation I bear towards you, the approach- 
ing ſolemnity, and the heavy . judgments. of God, which hang 
aver ous. heads, end frame m o fil upon ws, all conſpire to 
exact jt from me. | 


Andinthis nk the firſt object that muſt ſtrike every ſerious and. 
| conſiderate mind, not only as the moſt atrocious of our crimes in itſelf, 
but as the ultimate cauſe of every other evil we have to complain of, 
is that baneful ſpirit of infidelity, which has of late years been ſo rife 


and ſo malignant amongſt us. How has that beſt gift of heaven to 


mankind, the Chriſtian diſpenſation, been ſet at nought, its evidences 
controverted, its doctrines miſrepreſented, its inſtitutions ridiculed and 
prophaned, and even the ſalvation and redemption it holds forth to 
us, by the death and ſufferings of its Divine Author, trampled upon 

as an unholy thing! Nor have the unhappy patrons of theſe tenets, | 
confined their attacks to revelation only, but have uſed their utmoſt 
efforts to root out from the world, what in the opinion of the beſt 
and wiſeſt men in all ages of it, have ever been eſteemed the firſt 


and fundamental principles of natural religion. We have ſeen the 


Being, at leaſt the TY of God, openly diſputed, * moral 
B 2 attri- 


12 J 
attributes denied, the belief of a future ſtate, the natural conſe- 
quence of thoſe attributes, laughed at and derided, And, as theſe 
principles are but too well adapted to favour the corruption of our 
nature, as they tend to looſen thoſe reſtraints which to a depraved 
and ſenſual mind, will ever appear grievous and burdenſome, they 
have been liſtned to with attention, embraced with tranſport, and . 
propagated with ardour. From hence have proceeded, (and what 
better could be expected from it?) a profligacy and diflolution of 
manners in all ranks of men, beyond the example of former ages. 
From this ſource are derived © thoſe floods of ungodlineſs which 
with ſo much reaſon make us afraid,” Hence thoſe frequent ſui- 
cides which at once diſtinguiſh and diſgrace our nation, Hence thoſe 
horrid oath and execrations we hourly hear in every corner of 
our ſtreets ; hence the robberies, murders, perjuries, leudneſs and 
unnatural luſts, that abound among us. For notwithſtanding all 
that may have been ſaid to the contrary, religion and morality will 
erer keep pace together, and where the benign influences of the 
one are wanting, the other will ever proportionably languiſh and 
decay. 
Another melancholy ſymptom in our caſe, and which calls for an 
immediate remedy ; is that extreme love of pleaſure, at preſent fo 
univerſally prevalent. The poor and the rich, here meet to- 
« gether,” or if their purſuits, are different, they are yet equally 
ruinous to themſelves, and deſtructive to the community. Inſtead 
of having recourſe to diverſion and amuſement, to unbend the mind 
| ; from 


WS 


from the fatigues and cares of life, and diſpoſe it to diſcharge the ne- 
ceſſary duties of it with greater vigour and alacrity; the bulk of 


mankind ſeem to conſider them as the only important buſineſs. Noin- 5 


terval of recollection can be allowed: No time, not even that por- 
tion of it, which both by divine and human appointments, ſhould 
be conſecrated to far different purpoſes, can be ſpared from its allu- 
rements: But fortune, friends and family, every valuable and in- 
tereſting concern both of the preſent world and the next, are wan- 
tonly and eagerly offered up before the ſhrine of this all- prevailing 
idol. 7 


Connected with, and no leſs ſinful in itſelf or pernicious in its ef- 
fects, than the foregoing article of our conduct; is that ſpirit of 
luxury and extravagance, ſo viſible in all ranks and conditions of life. 
Not even the calamities of war, nor the exceſſive incumbrances 
under which we neceſſarily labour in conſequence of it, aggravated 
by a ſcarcity, hardly ever before known in theſe kingdoms, have 
been able to reſtrain its demands. The plainneſs and ſimplicity of 
manners, once the diſtinguiſhing characteriſtic of the Britiſh 
nation, is now entirely loſt ; and men vie with each other in vanity 
and riot: Inſomuch, that thcſe purſuits which are moſt licentious-and 
expenſive, are deemed the moſt elegant and polite. And as the de- 
mands neceflarily ariſing ſrom ſuch a conduct, quickly lay waſte the 
faireſt fortunes, and involve their poſſeſſors in innumerable difficul- 
ties, recourſe is had to gaming, by ſome as a fund for ſupply; while 


others, diſqualified by * vices to enjoy, and incapacitated by their 
ignorance 


1 


ignorance to ſupport a rational and improving converſation, and fond 
of every thing, however ridiculous or deſtructive, that has the ſtamp 
of faſhion to give it cutrency, eagerly adopt the practice, till at 
length it has become as epidemic as it is malignant, 


Nor are our proſpects at all fairer, or our expectations more pro- 
miſing, from thoſe vrho are coming on, than from thoſe who are go- 
ing off the ſtage, The directions under which our youth too gene- 
rally ſet out, and the examples that are continually placed before 
their eyes, are by no means calculated to revive either knowledge 
or virtue amongſt us. Inſtead of having their minds ſeaſoned with 
proper ſentiments of their duty, in the ſeveral relations in which they 
Rand to God and their fellow-creatures ; and being laid under thoſe 
reſtraints to which the heat and impetuoſity ſo incident to perſons at 
their time of life indiſpenſably. require ; they are turned looſe into 
the world, with all their paſſions and appetites full blown upon them, 
introduced into the gayeſt. and moſt licentious ſcenes of it, an inti- 
macy with which, and the arts and myſteries of play, or at moſt, a 
proficiency in the exterior forms and punctilios of behaviour, are 


uſually regarded as the onl * Ay or valuable accom- 
pliſhments, 


| Who is there that conſiders theſe things with ſeriouſneſs and at- 
| tention, and compares the temper and diſpoſition of the preſent 
times, with that of other nations when juſt upon the point of diſ- 
ſolution; but muſt confeſs with pain and — oß heart the too 

ä ſtriking 


15 | 
ſtriking reſemblance ? Like them * we fit down to eat and to drink 
« and riſe up to play: Like them © we have the harp and the viol, 
ce the tabret and the pipe, and wine in our feaſts” and like them 
« we regard not the work of the Lord; nor the operations of hit 
e hands” equally unmindful of that Divine Benefa&or, to whom we 
are indebted for our enjoyments ; and inattentive to the obligations. 
thoſe enjoyments lay upon us. Like theirs, our national ptoſperity 
has been abuſed to the purpoſes of intemperance and. vice, and the 
« things which were intended for our wealth, we have, as weakly 
* as wickedly, made unto us an occaſion of falling.“ And if our 
vices are ſo ſimilar, is there not room to apprehend tliat our puniſh- 
ment may be ſo too? Have we not reaſon to fear, eſpecially when 
we conſider the unfavoiirable aſpect our affairs have hitherto worn, 
that the Almighty is preparing ** to viſit for theſe things, and that 
© he will OY ENTER of ſachs nnn | ; Bol 


Or could we fatter ourſelves, which KIT ls 0 bt thi 
leaſt reaſon to do, that God would withhold from us the evils of 
his poſitive judgments, yet ſhould * we not therefore be at all the 
more ſecure : ſince the national depravity, from the nature of the 
vices that conſtitute it, cannot, unleſs ſpeedily reformed, but as cer- 
tainly though perhaps more ſlowly deſttoy'ns; In tlie brief review r 
which we have taken of the public manners, we have ſeen that i ir- 
. religion, luxury, and an intemperate purſuit of pleaſure, form the ruling 
characters of the times; each ef Which vices; by a neceffary and 
inſeparable conttexion in the *Rablithed order of things, leads 10 
| 8 miſery 


* 


© 1 
miſery and ruin; but when united muſt hurry them on with the 
utmoſt rapidity and precipitation. A diſregard to religion and its 
awful ſanctions, ſtrikes at the very root of ſociety, as it leaves. men 
under no other reſtraints but thoſe which human laws impoſe, which 
in the nature of things, are ever partial and ineffective; cancels the 
obligation of an oath, the great bond of ſocial life ; ſets men looſe 
from all the ties of conſcience, and by annihilating every hope of 
future/exiſtence, and levelling mankind with the beaſts that periſh, 
introduces, into each breaſt where it is admitted, the extremeſt pu- 
ſallanimity, cowardice and dejection. And as irreligion ſaps the 
foundations of government, fo luxury and an inordinate love of 
pleaſure as effectually level the outworks of it; as they deſtroy the 
capacity, and beget an indiſpoſition for the moſt neceſſary buſineſs ; 
_ extinguiſh all public ſpirit ; quench every enlarged and generous af- 
fection of the human mind; prey upon the conſtitution; impair the 
ſtrength; debaſe the courage; and deprave the morals of all that are 
ſubje& to their influence; and, in the end, introduce indigence and 
diſtreſs; to relieve themſelves from which, and ſecure the conti- 
nuance of their favorite gratifications, they become venal and cor- 
rupt, profligate and abandoned, ready to join with any faction, or 
engage in any meaſures, however injurious to individuals, however 
pernicious to the community. 


And if theſe vices are ruinous and deſtructive to every people 
where they prevail, they are more exceedingly fatal in a land of li- 


berty. | Arbitrary and deſpotic governments, from · the nature of 
| their 
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their reſpective conſtitutions, poſſeſs within themſelves certain prin- 
ciples of internal ſtrength which are frequently able to expel their 
malignity, or at. leaſt in ſome degree counterwork its influence : 
Whereas in free ſtates, as the ſole ſtrength of ſuch is founded on 
the virtues of their ſubjects; when this is deſtroyed, and Profligate 
manners begin generally to abound, they neceſſarily go on to.pro- - 
duce their full effects, without check or controul, which ſpec dily 
end i in the extremeſt deſolation and wretchedneſs. 


& „ 


And if ſuch is the ſtated order of events, if effects ſo a 
correſpond to their cauſes, who is there that takes the ſlighteſt view 
of the preſent ſtate of the moral world, but muſt ſee that deſtruc- 
tion is advancing upon us with large and haſty ſtrides, and that there 
is but too much reaſon to fear that it f is near at hand, even at our 
* very doors oe | -Y . 


4 
% 9 4 - ws 
* 


Amidſt theſe uche however at once ſo dreadfiil and ſo 
well founded, let it ſtill be remembered “ that to the Lord our G 
** belong mercies and forgiveneſſes, that he ſpareth when we deferve 

* puniſhment, and in his wrath thinketh upon mercy.” And let 
this recollection animate us to act ſuitable thereto. Let it engage us 
eſpecially to obſerve the approaching ſolemnity, appointed by royal 

authority, to deprecate the diſpleaſure of the Almighty, and implote 
his bleſſing on our fleets and armies, in that devout and ſolemn man- 
ner that is ſuitable to the pious deſign of its inſtitution. Who can 
tell but it may be the final overture of heaven to a Ry land The 
| | C - Liſt 
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laſt opportunity that may ever be afforded us, to reconcile ourſelves 
to our offended God ? Oh then! Let not our neglect of it be added 
to inflame our account! But let us with the deepeſt humiliation and 
contrition, with faſting and praying, preſent ourſelves before God 
in the ſolemn aſſembly of his church. Let the prieſts, the mi- 
© niſters of the Lord, weep between the porch and the altar, faying, 
* ſpare thy people, O Lord, ſpare them, and give not thine heri- 
* tage to reproach, that their enemies ſhould rule over them.” 

And let the people of all ranks and conditions, with pious zeal, and 
undiſſembled fervour, join in the ſame devout ſupplications, till 
their united interceſſions aſcend to heaven, and bring down a bleſſing 
on themſelves, and on their country. Nor let us think, that in doing 
this, we ſhall have done all that is our duty to do. The paſſing one 
day well is fo far from being all that is neceſſary, that the appea- 
rances of humiliation and repentance without the reality (and they 
never can be real if temporary and fugitive) will only be an aggra- 
vation of our guilt, To what purpoſe is it“ that we bow down 
our heads like a bulruſh, and ſpread ſackcloth and aſhes under 
« us,” © if our goodneſs is to be as the cloud, and as the early dew 
that paſſeth away? Will the bare exterior ſigns of contrition and 
godly ſorrow be ſufficient to propitiate the offended Majeſty of heaven ? 
Will he accept the meer labour of the lips, while the heart is far 
from him? No.— God is not to be mocked. —If we would have 
him for our friend, if we really wiſh to arreſt his avenging arm, we 
muſt carry this contrition into our lives and converſations, and by 


an uniform and laſting attention to every moral and religious obli- 
| gation, 
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gation, ſhew that our profeſſions are ſincere, If we indeed deſire 
to eſcape the dreadful calamities that hang over our heads, it can 
only be done by reforming that ſyſtem of conduct and behaviour, of 
which they are the certain and inevitable conſequences. Let the 
great then, and thoſe in the upper ſtations of life, as they have but 
too much contributed to ſpread the contagion of irreligion and im- 
morality, by their bad examples, now endeavour to promote the 
oppoſite virtues by the efficacy of a good one. Let their inferiors, 
who have been ſo ready to imitate them in their follies and in their 


vices, be as ready to emulate them in what is laudable and praiſe 


worthy, And let us all, high and low, rich and poor, one with 
another, © turn from our evil way and from the violence that is in 
« our hand.” Let us ſacrifice every appetite and paſſion, every de- 
fire and inclination, that may be offenſive to the Almighty, or un- 
worthy the vocation wherewith we are called,” Then may we hope 
that the Lord will be entreated for our Land” and that he will 
« repent of the evil he threatens to do unto us, and do it not.” 
Then may we go forth with courage and reſolution to battle, in an 
humble confidence that the ſame God of armies, whoſe goodneſs we 
have ſo frequently experienced in the protection of our religion and 
liberties, will again combat on our fide, and after a ſucceſsful and 
victorious war, reſtore to us the bleſſing of a laſting and honourable 


peace, 


* 
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